                               THE TWO SEEKERS     
Introduction : -

There are times when people are looked upon as lower than others .

At times this seems obvious because of their life style or their habits .

It may be their religion ,culture or occupation. 

The bible tells us of two men that went to pray in the Temple.

One was a religious man , a Pharisee 

One was a publican ( a tax collector ) 

Let us look at :- 

LUKE 19=1-10 

           And Jesus entered…………….Jericho ……………………………….....Luke 19-1

            And behold there was a man ……………………………….................. Luke 19-2

               His name Zacchaeus…..( means pure )

                His occupation ..a publican….( tax collector ) he worked for the Romans 

                His position…….he was chief 

                 His wealth………he was rich 

                     TEMTATION OF A PUBLICAN 

1)  temptation to overcharge   

2) to oppress….because of the threat of the law to exhort a bribe   

3) to live with low morality and standards 

Trade has its honesty ; ……..fraud   

                       DIFFICULTYS FOR THE PUBLICAN   

 He sought to see Jesus who he was and could not because of the press  ( crowed ) …..(Luke 19-3)                                            

He was little of stature and the crowed surrounded him 

He was a publican , even though high in office , and rich the public opinion pronounce his office as scandalous . He risked hearing mutterings near him the sanctimonious thanksgiving of Pharisaism: “ God , I thank thee that I am not as this publican  “ I am not as other men are , extortioners , unjust , adulterers , or even as this publican  “                                                                             (Luke 18-11)   

Zaccheus desired to see that blessed countenance …..he needed expedients        

He needed to climb over the crowed of difficultys….or he would never get a glimpse of  Jesus the healer , the teacher and the prophet . 

He ran and climbed into a sycamore tree , for Jesus was to pass by that way .                ( Luke 19-4)  

                     THE PUBLICAN AND THE SEEKER 

And when Jesus came to the place he looked up and saw him , and said unto him “,Zacchaeus make haste and come down ; for today I must abide at thy house .                                               (Luke 19-5) 

( Jesus knows  your name and he knows were you are )     

He made haste , and came down and received him joyfully                                             (Luke 19=6 ) 

( Today will you not also receive Jesus  joyfully ) 
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( Could Jesus have already seen the tax collector standing at a distance , who would not even  look up to heaven . But he beat upon his chest because he was so sad . He said  , “ God have mercy on me , a sinner “ )                                                          ……………………………….( Luke 18-13 ) 

( Is this why Jesus had stoped at the sycamore tree ? Is that why he was coming to Zacchaeus house ? )

Zacchaeus is a sinner ? Yes ; but Zaccheus is a man 

                                   ACKNOWLEDGING THE PUBLICAN

He simply said . “ I will abide at thy house : “ thereby identifying with a publican                                       

Zacchaeus has a sense of human honour…………Behold, Lord , the half of my goods ( I ) give to the poor………..( Luke 19-8 )   a statement  of the habit of Zacchaeus                  

And if I have cheated anyone I will pay back four times more…..( Luke 19-8)                                                         

He feels the burning shame of the world’s disgrace……lost    …Yes    but the Son of Man, with the blood of the human race in his veins , is a brother to the lost  

Jesus said to him ,” Salvation has come to this house today , because this man  also belongs  to the family of Abraham.” “ The son of man has come to seek and save that which was lost “ 

SALVATION……NO LONGER AN OUTCAST…..SON OF ABRAHAM 

Jesus  can save you today

